UUSIVUOTIAS ARDENNIENKARJAK
RANI JETTE karsahtaa minuun

Korvat pystyssd, valppaana, se

tarkkailee ympdéristoddn. Tandén siirrim-
me lampaat uudelle laidunalueelle pie-
nen kylimme ipi kulkevaa tietd pitkin,
ohittaen matkalla pihoja ja puutarhoja.
Kun katson takaisin sen viisautta ja ikiai-
kaista paimennustictimystd tdynni ole-
viin ruskeisiin silmiin, on kuin se niissi
sanoisi minulle: “Voit luottaa minuun,-
tihin tyohdn minut on tehty.”

Ikiaikaisen rodun
historia

Ardennienkarjakoiran juuret l6ytyvit
Belgian ja Ranskan rajalta, Ardenneilta.

- paimentamisesta ja t
Raaka ilmasto, kova ja vaati

kalat maasto-olosuhteet ja taloudellisesti
koyhi maatalousvaltainen synnyinalue

~ vaikuttivat kaikki rodun kehittymiseen

sellaiseksi kuin se on. Vain rotevimmat
ja tyotelidimmit yksilot kykenivit karjan
paimentamiseen niissi oloissa.

Se mikd saattoi olla tuhoisaa ;alostuk—
sen padmiirin tieltd karsittaville yksilsil-
le oli loppujenlopuksi eduksi koko rotua
ajatellen. Keskikokoinen tilakoira oli
syntynyt; visymédton ja monipuolinen

roduista p ,
taustavalkuttaplla 0 den synnys
yhtid monta eri mielipidettd kuin on tul-

kitsijaakin.

1900-luvun alussa professori Reul
16ysi Tomin, yksilon, joka vastasi hinen

- ihannettaan dydellisesti karjakoirasta.

Vuonna 1913 ryhmi Wallonin harras-
tajia perusti “Liegén yhdistyksen Liegén
ja Ardennien alueen karjakoirien kehit-
timiseksi” ja kirjasi rodulle ensimmii-




Teollistuminen vihensi rajusti alu

maztiloja, jolloin niiden mukana kato-

sivat my0s tyotd tekevit koirat. Arden-
nienkarjakoira vaikutti tulleen matkansa
pashin ja kuolleen sukupuuttoon. Oli
S2yiid sattumaa ettd vuonna 1985 lyp-

rodun 1996.

Nykyinen Ardennienkarjakoira on
lihaksikas, keskikokoinen paimenkoira:
tarpeeksi suuri pystyikseen tekemiin

Ardennienkarjakoira on aina ollut tilal-
listen" tydkoira, niinpi sen tiytyi selvitd -




Bouvier des Ardennes Jette

kaikista tyotehtavised: niin poispiinajos-
ta, kokoamisesta kuin myds lauman var-
tioinnista. Toisaalta sen piti olla tarpeeksi
itsendinen ja pirijit myos hyvin omissa
oloissaan kun tilatydt oli tehty. Sen piti
pystyd maksimaaliseen tyttaitoon mini-
maallisella koulutuksella. Se on leikkisi
ja itsepdinen, mutta myds ddrimmiisen
rohkea mitd tulee oman tilansa, ihmis-
tensi ja laumansa puolustamiseen.

Ardennienkarjakoiran
kanssa tyoskentely

Tapaaminen rodun kanssa oli rakkaut-
ta ensi silmiykselli..mutta olin aivan
hukassa ryhtyessini tekemiin toitid sen
kanssa. Jetta oli ensimmiinen Arden-
nienkarjakoirani ja se teki kaiken minul-

le d4rimmiisen helpoksi. Se on tydomi-
naisuuksiltaan uskomaton ja rakastaa
tydskennelld minulle ja minun kanssani.
Ja lauman lukemisen suhteen se on ollut
minulle taitava opettaja.

Puhuttaessa Ardennienkarjakoirasta
ei voi sivuuttaa henkil$3, joka on tehnyt
ja tehdik-

seen rodun tunnetuksi myds Euroopan

vuosien tyon esitellikseen
paimennusharrastajien keskuudessa.
Ranskalainen ammattipaimen Philippe
Haeyaert, rodun pitkinlinjan kasvatta-
ja ja paimennuskouluttaja, on koirieni
lisiksi kaksijalkainen esikuvani ja opet-
tajani.

Ennen rodun kanssa tydskentelemi-
sen aloittamista on syytd visusti kuun-
nella hinen neuvoaan -niin tein my®s
mind viisi vuotta sitten- ja teen yhi.

“Sen koko, nopeus ja ketteryys yhdis-
tettynd rohkeuteen tekevit siitd sopivan
sekd lampaille ettid nautakarjalle. Arden-
nienkarjakoira ci ole BorderCollie- vaik-
ka se on ddrimmiisen ilykids ja nopea
oppimaan, sille on annettava aikaa kyp-
syd rauhassa jotta se piisee kehittymdin
parhaalle mahdolliselle tasolle.

Se on herkki ohjaajansa kiskyille
muctta alkuvaiheessa sitd ei saisi rajoittaa
tai pitdd lilan kovassa kurissa vaan suoda
sille mahdollisuus oppia vapaasti ja itse-
niisesti. Muussa tapauksessa se menettii
kiinnostuksensa aiheeseen tai siitd tulee
epivarma. Kiinniti tarkasti huomiota
sen suunkiyttoon, silld se on vahva koira
eiki epirdi huomauttaa eldimii herkisti
hampaillaan mikili laumassa asiat eivit
tapahdu sen mielen mukaan.

Koska paimentaminen on tydtd eli-
villi eldimilli meidin tulee kunnioittaa
laumaamme emmeki voi sallia koiralta
lampaiden tai nautojen tarpeetonta pu-
remista. Koeta olla turhautumatta jos al-
kuvaiheessa koirasi lihtee kesken téiden
latkimadn ja jattdd sinut yksin.

Koirasi vain testaa sinua ja nyt on
kiinni sinusta keksitkd ratkaisun pul-
maanne. Juuri tuosta hetkestd riippuu
ansaitsetko tydpariksesi Ardennienkarja-
koiran vai et.”

Ténd piivini tyoskentelen kolmen
koiran kanssa: Jetan -Belgialaisen tyo-
myyrini, Riekan-urhean pikkumustani
ja Lotan-perheemme lemmikin kanssa.

Voin luottaa siihen, etti joka ikinen
piivd ne suoriutuvat tyostadn ilolla.Sii-
hen ne on rakennettu, enki antaisi pois
yhtiin tydpiivii, jonka saan tehdi koi-
rieni ja lampaitteni kanssa. B
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The Bouvier des Ardennes

ette, my six year old Bouvier des
Ardennes, is looking at me. Her
big ears pricked, she is watching

=5 environment with alert expression. ..
v we are walking the sheep to a new
sasture. .along the road through our lit-
“=village...passing gardens and fields. ..
“=c Took back into her brown eyes full
is wisdom and ancient knowledge of
ding dog just as if she is telling me:
=. you can rely on me, because this is,
wazr [ was made for”

History of an ancient
herding breed

== origin of the Bouvier des Ardennes
¢ Ardennes, the border area be-
mw==n Belgium and France. Both, Bel-
=== and France claime the origin of

= breed for their countries...] don’t
smow. but in fact...Belgium was the

propose a standard.

s dog has always been selected for
s working abilities, driving cattle and
and guarding the farms. The harsh
“imare, the hard specific work , the diffi-

cult terrain and the poverty of the region
have all served to fashion his type. Only
the most robust and most hardworking
dogs were retained to drive the herds. ..
What seemed to be bad for the individ-
ual turned out to be good for the breed:
A medium sized farm dog was created, a
tireless and versatile worker, for all pur-
poses in the daily farmwork.

When we look at the Bouvier des Ar-
dennes at the end of the 19th century he
had the exterior appearance of a sheep
dog with rough coat and also the ex-
pression was similar to that of the sheep
dogs.

One can ecasily see the close re-
lationship to the french Berger de
Picardie, the belgium Lakenois and
the Dutch Shepherd of this period.
And as we often see in the history of
working dogs, the canine authorities do
have their own opinion...

At the beginning of the 20th centu-
ry Professor Reul discovered Tom, the
first example of his ideal type of a drov-
ers’ dog. In 1913 some Wallon fanciers
founded “The Society of Liege for the
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improvement of the drovers’ dog from
the provinces of Liége and the Ardennes”
and drew up a proposed standard, ac-
cording to the type of dog, represented
by “Tom”.

In 1923 the breed was recognized by
the S.R.S.H. (Société Royale Saint-Hu-
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bert), was inscribed in the book of or-
igins and the text of the standard was
adopted.

But going on expositions, spending
money to get their puppies registered,
that was not in the interest of the farmers
in the Ardennes. And how should they
ever afford this?

In 1939 the last litter was registered...
but...unconsidered of that...the Bouvi-
er des Ardennes continued working on
the farms.

Thedissapearance of many farms in the
Ardennes during the industrialisation,
diminished the number of working dogs.
"The Bouvier des Ardennes seemed to be
extincted.

It was pure chance when in 1985, the
collection of colostrum from milking
herds led cynophiles to discover a few
more or less typical Bouviers des Ar-
dennes.

This great herding dog had survived,
bred by farmers with care and respect for

the herding abilities of this dog.
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Look and Character
of a working dog

In 1990 some breeders started to pro-
duce dogs which corresponded better to
the type laid down in the standard and
they began from these breeding lines in
the Ardennes. 1996 the Bouvier des Ar-
dennes was recognized by the FCI .

The Bouvier des Ardennes of nowa-
days is a well-muscled dog of medium
size: big enough to impress cattle and
quick enough to drive sheep.

The coat is harsh and tousled and
allows the dog to live outside the
whole year. A moustache and a lit-
tle beard give a grumpy look. The big
cars are upright and ready to show
the dogs mood in every situation.
Typical is the short tail, which we see
often in herding breeds. Some are born
tailless.

Although we find in other breeds de-
formed spines when mating two dogs
with natural short tails, it is never seen in

the Bouvier des Ardennes. So dogs with
long tail are not selected for breeding.

Looking at his history it is easy to un-
derstand the character of this four-legged
workaholic:

‘The Bouvier des Ardennes is a farm-
er’s dog so he has to cope with all the’
jobs on the farm: collecting, driving and
guarding the stock, but on the other
hand he has to care for himself when it’s
not working time. He has to work with
maximum efficacity with a minimum of
training. He is playful and curious, ob-
stinate and extremely courageous, when
it comes to defending his people, his
stock and his territory.

Working with
a Bouvier des Ardennes

It was love at fist sight, when I met the
Bouvier des Ardennes. But I was hope-
lessly lost, when I started working....
Jette was the first Bouvier des Ardennes,
I started herding with...and she made




ct and she loves to work for and with
And she was a good teacher, when it
s to learn reading the stock.
Ialking about the Bouvier des Ar-
es as a herding dog is not possible
out talking about someone, who
ated many years of his life to intro-
the Bouvier des Ardennes to stock
ple all over Europe.
The french shepherd Philippe Haeyae-
breeder and trainer for Bouvier des Ar-
nes is still my two-legged teacher....
ore we start working with a Bouvier
Ardennes, we should listen carefully
advices, as I did five years ago and
suill do:

“His size, speediness and agility as
1 as his extraordinary courage en-
this dog to drive sheep and cattle.
Bouvier des Ardennes is not a
der Collie. Although he is in-

=d very ecarly in stock and he

quickly, it takes some more
until he reaches his best level.

The Bouvier des Ardennes is very sen-
sitive for his master’s requests, so you
should not keep a tight rein on him in
the beginning, but letting him work as
free as possible. Otherwise he will quick-
ly loose interest or will become insecure.

Pay attention to his licdle bites, for
he is a fearless dog and he will not hesi-
tate to use his teeth when the results of
his working do not correspond with his
ideas of herding.

But: herding is working with living
beings...we have to respect the creature
and we are never allowed to let the dog
bite a sheep or a cow without reason!

You should not be astonished, when
in the beginning of your training, the
Bouvier leaves the terrain. He tests his
master and now it is up to you to find
a good answer. And from this moment,
you will know whether you deserve to
work with a Bouvier des Ardennes.”

Today I am working with three Bou-
viers des Ardennes: Jette, my belgium
working girl, Rieka my courageous lit-

tle black devil and Lotta, our pet of the
family. They are doing all the work with
my sheep reliable and every day with
great joy. Thats it, what they were made
for and I won't miss a single day with my
dogs and my sheep...

The Bouvier des Ardennes
The Bouvier des Ardennes by Jim Engel




